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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: TSPA, JA 

SUBJECT: LOAN OF NASA HARDWARE FOR DISPLAY IN JAPAN 

REF: (A) NASA TEL 191834Z OCT 76 

(B) TOKYO 3918 

(C) STATE 67732 

1 . EMBASSY APPRECIATES DEPT'S. CLARIFICATION OF NASA INTENTIONS 
RE LOAN OF HARDWARE TO JAPAN SCIENCE SOCIETY. REFTEL A GIVES 
SOME BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON ONE PAST REQUEST FOR LOAN OF 
DISPLAYS OR EQUIPMENT FROM NASA. EMBASSY DOES NOT KNOW OF ANY 
OUTSTANDING REQUEST WHICH HAS NOT YET BEEN DECIDED. WE KNOW 
OF NO GROUP OTHER THAN JSS SEEKING LOAN OF SATURN V ROCKET. 

2. FOLLOWING HIS ARRIVAL IN TOKYO, DR. GERALD SOFFEN, OF NASA 
LANGLEY, EXPLAINED SOME OF THE BACKGROUND INVOLVED IN THE JSS 
APPROACH TO NASA REQUESTING THE HARDWARE LOAN. IT NOW APPEARS 
THAT MUCH OF THE ORIGINAL COMMITMENT EXISTED MORE IN THE MIND OF 
THE JSS REPRESENTATIVE, DR. SEUI YUASA, THAN IN REALITY, AND 

THAT NO REAL COMMITMENT FOR LOAN OF NASA MATERIAL WAS EVER MADE 
BY NASA HQTRS. 

3. EMBASSY DOES NOT WISH TO COMPLETELY EXCLUDE THE POSSIBILITY 
OF ASSISTING THE JSS WITH THE PROPOSED SPACE SCIENCE EXHIBIT AT 
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THIS TIME. HOWEVER, THE DEPT. AND NASA SHOULD BE AWARE OF THE 
BACKGROUND OF THE SPONSORING ORGANIZATION AND BE AWARE THAT CARE 
SHOULD BE EXERCISED IN MAKING ANY COMMITMENTS WHICH MIGHT LINK 
NASA AND THE JSS IN THE MINDS OF THE JAPANESE. IF IT IS LOGIS- 
TICALLY POSSIBLE FOR NASA TO SEND LARGE SPACE DISPLAY TO JAPAN, 

WE BELIEVE THAT USG COULD OBTAIN MUCH BIGGER POLITICAL MILEAGE 
FROM HAVING THE DISPLAY SPONSORED IN JAPAN BY NATIONAL SCIENCE 
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MUSEUM, A GOVERNMENT AGENCY SUCH AS NASDA, OR SOME OTHER PUBLIC 
BODY. WE COULD EVEN TRY TO FIND A SPONSOR, PROVIDED THAT WE KNOW 
WHAT KIND OF EQUIPMENT IS AVAILABLE FOR DISPLAY, WHAT COSTS WOULD 
HAVE TO BE BORNE BY SPONSOR, AND WHEN EQUIPMENT IS AVAILABLE. 

4. FYI: REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE FROM NASA FOR PUBLIC RELATIONS 
MATERIAL ARE USUALLY HANDLED BY USIS/USIA. THEREFORE EMBASSY'S 
KNOWLEDGE OF PREVIOUS REQUESTS FROM IAPANESE IS INCOMPLETE. 

SUGGEST THAT USIA BE CONTACTED IF ENTIRE HISTORY IS NEEDED. 

SHOESMITH 
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